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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/461,265 



Examiner 

Charles Goodman 



Applicant(s) 

MASON, NEIL 



Art Unit 

3724 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH (S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a), in no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-19 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [3 Claim(s) 1-19 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0) Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

13) E3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 

a)^ All b)D Some * c)Q None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been: 
received. 

20 received in Application No. (Series Code / Serial Number) . 

3.D received in this National Stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. & 119(e). 



Attachment (s) 

15) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

16) C] Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

17) O Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 



18) CD Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

19) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

20) □ Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 3-98) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 5 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

1 . The following guidelines illustrate the preferred layout and content for patent 
applications. These guidelines are suggested for the applicant's use. 

Arrangement of the Specification 

The following order or arrangement is preferred in framing the specification and, except 
for the reference to "Microfiche Appendix" and the drawings, each of the lettered items should 
appear in upper case, without underlining or bold type, as section headings. If no text follows 
the section heading, the phrase "Not Applicable" should follow the section heading: 



(a) Title of the Invention. 

(b) Cross-References to Related Applications. 

(c) Statement Regarding Federally Sponsored Research or Development. 

(d) Reference to a "Microfiche Appendix" (see 37 CFR 1 .96). 

(e) Background of the Invention. 

1 . Field of the Invention. 

2. Description of the Related Art including information disclosed under 37 
CFR 1.97 and 1.98. 

(f) Brief Summary of the Invention. 

(g) Brief Description of the Several Views of the Drawing(s). 

(h) Detailed Description of the Invention. 

(i) Claim or Claims (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(j) Abstract of the Disclosure (commencing on a separate sheet), 
(k) Drawings. 

(1) Sequence Listing (see 37 CFR 1.821-1.825). 
2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

i. The specification lacks proper headings. Note supra, 

ii. P. 6, 1. 21, the phrase "mounting hole (6)" is not clearly understood. Perhaps it 
should read - block mount (6) — or — mounting hole (16) --. Same applies to 
similar instances in the rest of the specification. 



Appropriate correction is required. 
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Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to because in Fig. 3, there is no corresponding lead line for 
reference u 16". Correction is required. 

4. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because they 
do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the description: "(12')" (p. 9, 1. 2) 
correction is required. 

5. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the multiple pair of arms (claim 9) 
must be shown or the features canceled from the claims. No new matter should be entered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 2 and 7-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

i. In claim 2, the phrase "the line of reciprocation. . ." lacks clear antecedent basis. 

ii. Claim 7 is vague and indefinite in that it appears the phrase u a blade for 
clamping" is a double inclusion of the same previously recited. 

iii. Claim 9 is vague and indefinite in that it is not clear what the claim encompasses. 
Which embodiment is the claim referring to such that there are multiple pairs of 
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arms? Moreover, it appears that the phrase "a blade for clamping" is a double 
inclusion of the same previously recited. 

iv. In claim 10, 1. 1, the phrase "a saw blade" is vague and indefinite in that it is a 
double inclusion of the same previously recited. In 1. 6, the term "characterised" 
is not clearly understood. What is encompassed by the term? In 11. 7-8, the 
phrase "the length of the extent. . ." lacks clear antecedent basis. 

v. The following phrases lack clear antecedent basis: (claim 14) "the line of action" 
and "the direction of the line of action"; and (claim 15) "said first wall member" 
(emphasis added) and "the location". 

vi. In claim 17, 1. 1, the phrase "a shape. . ." is vague and indefinite in that it is a 
double inclusion of the same previously recited. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

9. As best understood, claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Hagen et al. 

Hagen et al discloses a saw comprising all the elements claimed including a shaft 8, 24, 
28; a retaining member (Figs. 4-6); and restraining means 15, 16. See whole patent. 
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Conclusion 

10. Hsu, Huang, Palm, Beveridge, Hoffman, and Guttmann are cited as pertinent art. 

11. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles Goodman whose telephone number is (703) 308-0501. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday between 7:30 AM to 6:00 PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi Rada, can be reached on (703) 308-2187. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (703) 305-3579. 

Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those under 35 
U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the applicant and should be 
addressed to [rinaldi.rada@uspto.gov]. 

All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record 
in the application file. PTO employees do not engage in Internet 
communications where there exists a possibility that sensitive 
information could be identified or exchanged unless the record 
includes a properly signed express waiver of the confidentiality 
requirements of 35 U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly set forth in 
the Interim Internet Usage Policy published in the Official 
Gazette of the Patent and Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1195 
OG 89. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 148. 




larles Goodman 
Patent Examiner 

August 28, 2000 




